
Data Key for the Food Security Questions (USDA)                                      Page 1 of 2 

 
 

 
 

Data Key for the Food Security Questions  
adapted from the USDA 6 Question Food 

Security Survey 
Compiled by Denise Carmen 

 
1.  The food that I bought didn’t last, and I didn’t have money to get more in the last year. 
 
0= Often        1= Sometimes          2= Never true for you in the last 12 months 
66=51.97%            57= 44.88%                 4= 3.15% 
 
2.  I couldn’t afford to eat balanced meals.  In the last 12 months, did you ever cut the 
size of your meals or skip meals because there wasn’t enough money for food? 
 
0= Often      1= Sometimes  2= Never true for you in the last 12 months 66= 
51.97%     54= 42.52%             7= 5.51% 
 
 
3.  In the last 12 months, did you ever eat less than you felt you should because there 
wasn’t enough money to buy food? 
 
 0= Yes    1= No 
 108= 85.04%   19=14.96% 
 
4.  In the last 12 months, were you ever hungry but didn’t eat because you couldn’t afford 
enough food? 
  
 0= Yes    1= No 
 111=87.40%   16=12.60% 
 
5.  During the last 12 months, did you ever eat less than you wanted or not eat at all so 
that some other member of your household would have enough to eat? 
 
 0= Yes    1= No 
 103=81.75%   23=18.25% 
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  Ques. 1 Ques. 2         Ques. 3          Ques. 4         Ques. 5 
average 0.512 0.535 0.150 0.126 0.183 
median 0 0 0 0 0 
mode 0 0 0 0 0 
Std Evp 0.55857047 0.59815678 0.35439167 0.32961697 0.38392703 
      
Frequency      

0 66 66 108 111 103 
1 57 54 19 16 23 
2 4 7 0 0 0 

      
Count 127 127 127 127 126 
Percentages      

0 51.97% 51.97% 85.04% 87.40% 81.75% 
1 44.88% 42.52% 14.96% 12.60% 18.25% 
2 3.15% 5.51% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 
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